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1. Introduction 

The Fifth National Gathering of the ICCAs in Nepal, held on 25 and 26 March 2923, is 

organized in four broader contexts. First, there was a need to continue the gathering of the 

ICCAs in Nepal, organized in an informal network named as "ICCA Network Nepal", formed 

after the second national gathering held in 2010. This network had 5 secretariat members and a 

total of 26 communities, representing different eco-regions of the country, as members. This 

network became almost silent and inactive after few years of fourth national gathering held in 

December 2012. The first national gathering was held in 2009 and other three gatherings were 

held every year in later years.  

Second, there was a need to revitalize ICCA Network Nepal so that it can continuously provide 

common platform for cross-sharing and cross-learning of their knowledge, experiences, issues 

and concerns. This platform is also as a part of the self-strengthening processes, so that they 

collectively raise voices for the appropriate recognition and supports to the ICCA-Territories of 

Life in Nepal.  

Third, there was a need to set action plans so that ICCA Network Nepal would become proactive 

as well as visible in the public policy forums. There are lot of changes in terms of global as well 

as national policies and priorities on biodiversity conservation and the rights and recognition of 

the indigenous peoples and local communities during the last ten years. So, it is urgency for the 

ICCAs in Nepal to recap the changing national and global dynamics and re-set/re-shape their 

agendas and action plans accordingly.  

Forth, it is time to onboard youths in the network in order to address youth issues as well as for 

pro-active leadership of the network. Though ICCA Network Nepal was silent and inactive 

during last 8/9 years, some youth activities (supported by Siemenpuu Foundation in Finland and 

facilitated by Ribdung-Jaleswori Education Foundation-REF, a national NGO based in 

Kathmandu), through personal efforts, expertise and experiences of some of the leaders of the 

ICCA Network Nepal and the honorary members of the ICCA consortium, have been initiated 

during 2020 and 2022. As a result of this initiative, a youth network named "ICCA Youth 

Network Nepal", as informal network of the youths, was formed through the First Youth 

National Gathering held in March 2022 (having 12 secretariat members from each participating 
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districts and a coordinator, with the understanding that all the 24 youths present in that gathering 

as its members).       

So, the fifth ICCA national gathering, in the above contexts, aimed towards addressing three 

objectives: a) provide common platform to all the ICCAs for cross-sharing the updates from 

local to national levels; b) develop collective awareness on the urgency and importance of policy 

lobby and advocacy for the recognition and advancement of ICCAs; and b) discuss and develop 

a consensus on the future action-plans of the network and ICCAs in Nepal.  

 

This gathering was jointly organized by ForestAction Nepal, ICCA Network Nepal and ICCA 

Youth Network Nepal. The schedule of two days gathering is mentioned below:  

Day 1: First day was dedicated for "Setting the Context" with a number of presentations 

on different issues and themes. The presentations were focused on the concept 

ICCA, updates of the ICCA Network Nepal, ICCA Youths Network Nepal, 

conservation policies and legislations for the rights and recognition of ICCAs in 

Nepal.  

Day 2: Second day was dedicated for cross-sharing and cross-learning by participant on 

local conservation status and efforts, followed by the restructuring of the ICCA 
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Network Nepal and discussion and decision on the future action plans of the 

Network. 

A total of 57 individuals that include representatives of 24 ICCAs/communities from different 

eco-regions of the country and participants from some organizations, were present on the first 

day of this gathering; while a total of 49 individuals were present on the second day of the 

gathering.  

2. First Day of the Fifth National Gathering 

Begun with the self-introduction of all the participants, first day of the gathering was dedicated 

for setting the context and enhancing knowledge on national to international policies related to 

the rights of indigenous peoples and local communities, with particular focus on the ICCAs in 

Nepal. In total, four presentations on different issues and themes were made on the first day of 

the gathering. Details of these presentations are discussed in the following section.  

2.1 Presentations 

2.1.1 First Presentation: Setting the Context  

First presentation, by Mr Jailab Rai (national coordinator and honorary member of ICCA 

Consortium), was focused on setting the context of the gathering. This presentation covered four 

different aspects of ICCAs in Nepal. The key highlights of his presentation are summarized 

below: 

 First aspect (concept of ICCA): The meaning carried out by the term "ICCA" (definition, 

three characteristic features, three types etc.), in the context of our country is not new; 

rather its practice exists since long history. There is strong global network, organized in 

the name of the ICCA Consortium, that has been continuously carrying out international 

policy advocacy and lobby for the recognition of ICCAs. This network is also supporting 

for the self-strengthening of the regional, national and local networks of ICCAs. ICCA 

Network Nepal is also a member of this global network and now it is up to us on whether 

we strongly advocate for the recognition and advancement of the ICCAs in Nepal or 

remain silent. 

 Nepal is rich in ecological diversity, biological diversity, and cultural diversity. This 

richness clearly shows a great potentiality of the existence of the different forms of 
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ICCAs. So, identification, recognition and advancement of these ICCAs are very 

important for sustaining the conservation initiatives in Nepal. However, state's 

conservation policies and programs do not adequately recognize and support the diverse 

forms of ICCAs. Also there are no strong and well organized civic voices that can 

influence national policy making processes. 

 There are plenty of international polices, decisions and declarations such as CBD and 

related decisions, UN conventions (namely ILO 169, UNDRIP) including IUCN's 

decisions that mentions about the rights of Indigenous peoples and local communities. 

These provisions are fundamental legal foundations for the recognition of the ICCAs. 

Nepal is party to these all the international policies, decisions and laws. This means the 

national policies in Nepal should comply with all these international policies and 

decisions and that provide foundation for the appropriate recognition and supports of the 

ICCAs in Nepal. This is not only for the international policy and legal compliance, but 

also important to ensure the sustainability of the conservation through promoting diverse 

forms of bio-cultural practices existing in diverse forms in different parts of the country.   

 Different forms of activities namely the preliminary studies and documentation of 

different forms and types of ICCAs, policy debates and policy advocacy for the 

appropriate recognition and supports to ICCAs, networking of the ICCAs including 

organization of the national gatherings, and youth empowerment through self-

documentation of the ICCAs and their networking are some of the major efforts made for 

the self-strengthening and self-recognition of the ICCAs in Nepal. These efforts are not 

adequate in achieving the expected results for the appropriate recognition and supports 

to the ICCAs in Nepal. Some major challenges for achieving expected results are: some 

of the people blame that the concept ICCA is imported from outside, it is a concept that is 

parallel to the existing practices on community based resources conservation rights, and 

geographical difficulty of organizing the ICCAs. For these all, strong self-networking for 

the policy lobby and advocacy for the appropriate recognition of the ICCAs as well as 

supports to advance the existing diverse forms of ICCAs is need for way forward.    
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2.1.2 Second Presentation: Sharing Youth Initiatives  

Ms Roshani Limbu (Coordinator of ICCA Youth Network Nepal) and Ms Manila Deshar (one of 

the 11 secretariat members of ICCA Youth Network Nepal) have jointly updated about youth 

initiatives during 2020 and 2022. Key highlights of their presentation are summarized below.  

 Youth are the future generation who gives continuity to the bio-cultural conservation 

practices of the respective territories of life. So, it is important to educate and aware 

youths that helps to foster sense of responsibility towards bio-culture conservation of the 

respective territory of life. With the realization of this importance, we the youths from 

different eco-regions of the country have been volunteering some youth related activities.  

 With the facilitation supports and guidance of the honorary members of the ICCA 

Consortium and leaders of the ICCA Network Nepal, we have become able to enhance 

our knowledge and leadership skills through four key major activities (1: community 

exposure visits; 2: self-documentation of bio-cultural properties; 3: self-planning for the 

bio-cultural conservation activities; 4: youth awareness activities; and 5: youth 

networking).  

 Exposure visits: Some of the youths from different communities have become able to 

participate in community exposure visits. The communities visited are Bajrabarahi 

religious forest in Chapagaun in Lalitpur district, Chepang village in Happani of 

Chitwan district, Bote community in Nawalparasi district, Dura community in Lamjung 

district, Gurung community in Siklesh village of Kaski district, and Taudaha in 

Kathmandu district. We also organized exposure visits to some of the conservation 

organizations namely NTNC, IUCN Nepal, WWF Nepal etc.  

 Self-documentation of bio-cultural properties: Youths from four communities (Ribdung 

village in Khotang district, Chepang youths in Chiwan district, Bote youths in 

Nawalparasi district, and Tsumba youths in Gorkha district) have self documented bio-

cultural properties of the respective territories. The self-documentation includes enlisting 

of biological and cultural properties of their community including preparation of short 

photo-video documentary about their efforts and activities.  
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 Self-Planning: Youths from four communities have also self-discussed and self-prepared 

future action plan (five years plan) for the conservation of their bio-cultural properties of 

their territories.  

 Youth networking: We have organized the first youth gathering in March 2022 and have 

formed an informal youth network, named as ICCA Youth Network Nepal, through this 

gathering. This network consists of a total of 11 secretariat members including a 

coordinator. We, through this network have been doing some activities such as we have 

organized a tree-plantation program at Shree Chandeshwari secondary School on the 

occasion of World Environment Day 2022.  

 Youth activities have been enhancing our knowledge and network on bio-cultural 

conservation practices and rights of indigenous peoples and local communities. Now, we 

are exploring possible collaboration and supports interested organizations and 

communities. 

2.1.3 Third Presentation: Laws and Policies for the Rights of IPs  

Mr. Durga Yamphu (an advocate associated with Lawyers Association for Human Rights of 

Nepalese Indigenous Peoples - LAHURNIP) made third presentation on the rights of IPs. His 

presentation was focused on the rights of Indigenous Peoples over land and natural resources. 

The key highlights of his presentation are summarized below: 

 The concept of who are indigenous peoples could be interpreted on the basis of the socio-

cultural and historical affiliation of the people with local territories that includes land, 

water, forest and other natural resources. Most important reference of defining IPs is 

their historical affiliation and relation with the land. It is because IPs often shares a deep 

connection with their lands both spiritually and ecologically. Indigenous peoples not only 

look into their territories as their property and source of income generation but for them 

their land is where the ancestral resides, their deities resides. Indigenous peoples have 

right to exercise their culture and utilize their lands as per their customary laws, 

practices and that has to be provisioned in the laws of the nation such as constitution, 

land laws, forest laws etc. Some international laws namely ILO 169 also have clearly 

provisioned legal basis in the favor of indigenous peoples that ensures the rights of 

indigenous peoples for land and natural resources.  
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 The concept of Free Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) rights is one of the fundamental 

issues of IPs. This concept is about rights of self-determination of IPs over their 

resources and cultures. This concept is very important for the development and other 

external interventions such as urbanization, industrialization, resources extraction for 

industrial purposes. At each stage of a project—assessment, planning, implementation, 

monitoring, evaluation—indigenous peoples' own decision-making processes should be 

taken into consideration. The concept is that the consent, once granted, can be withdrawn 

at any time. However, Nepal's legal frameworks do not adequately guarantee the 

indigenous peoples' full enjoyment of their individual and collective rights as envisioned 

in the concept of FPIC. 

 There are plenty of international policies and laws on the rights of IPs and Nepal's 

constitution also mentions about the special rights of IPs but other sectoral policies and 

laws are not adequate to comply with international laws and policies. However, if the 

indigenous peoples are aware about their rights in national and international context 

their rights can be guaranteed. 

2.1.4 Fourth Presentation: National Conservation Policies  

Mr. Dilraj Khanal (legal advisor of the Federation of Community Forestry Users Nepal -, 

FECOFUN) delivered his presentation on Nepal's conservation policies, laws and possible 

windows for the recognition, promotion and advancement of ICCAs in Nepal. Key highlights of 

his presentation are summarized below: 

 The number and size of the global protected areas has dramatically increased and this 

increase adversely affected the livelihoods and culture of the indigenous peoples. 

However, recently the rights and rights issues of the IPs has been highly acknowledged 

by the international conservation policies, decisions, and laws. These have been 

providing some legal foundation for the identification, promotion and advancement of the 

concept like ICCAs. Such as introduction and endorsement of the concept like OECM by 

Global Biodiversity Framework 2020-30 and IUCN's conservation governance 

modalities have opened up possibilities as well as challenges for the rights of IPs 

including the concept of ICCAs. For example, the Global Biodiversity Framework (2020-

20230), Target 3 expects to have at least 30% of terrestrial, inland water, and of coastal 
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and marine areas, especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and 

ecosystem functions and services to be effectively conserved and managed. 

 Nepal is one of the rich countries in terms of the availability of biological diversity. The 

target 3 of the global biodiversity framework (2020-2030) is not a problem as 23.39% of 

Nepal’s land is already covered by protected areas; however, livelihoods and land rights 

as well as customary laws and practices of IPs have often been as issue of debates. In 

addition, the national policies and laws on protected areas in Nepal are very restrictive 

and against the rights of the IPs and local communities. 

 However, there are possibilities of exploring avenues for the recognition and promotion 

of the rights of IPs and local communities within the existing national and internal 

conservation policies and laws. For example, existing national laws and policies on PAs, 

forest, land, environment, and local government acts have some provisions which could 

be interpreted for the establishment of the rights of IPs and local communities. Similarly, 

the constitution of Nepal has some provisions on the distribution of the rights of the 

different tiers of government that also provide constitutional rights for the IPs and local 

communities. Similarly, many of the international laws and policies as CBD, ILO 169, 

UNDRIP provide international legal foundation for the rights of IPs and local 

communities. Some practices and conservation initiatives in Nepal could be understood 

as part of these processes such as community based forest conservations, concept of 

Buffer Zone areas, Shyagya conservation areas, concept of community protocol etc. 

Recently the concept of ICCA could be one of the effective concepts in exploring avenues 

for the better implementation of the national and international policies on conservation.  

However, strong networking and collaboration with like minded community 

organizations and federations is most required to advance policy lobby and advocacy 

works.  

2.1.5 Sharing: Development and Conservation  

Krishna Paudel from ForestAction Nepal shared about perspectives on the interrelation between 

conservation, development and sustainable agriculture practices in Nepal. His presentation was 

focused on the importance of sustainable agriculture for biodiversity conservation and human 

well being. The key points of his sharing are summarized below: 
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 Development, understood as positive changes in the human well-being and societal 

progress, have both positive and negative impacts on the human well-being and the 

environment. So, any efforts made to change human well being that impacts environment 

should assessed from positive and negative impacts.  

 The rural areas of Nepal are in the process of rapid development in terms of physical 

infrastructure like road expansions that is good as the people can get access to the basic 

facilities. But the development of physical infrastructures like roads has been triggering 

side effects on the agriculture and the environment of the rural life.  

 The indigenous system of agriculture practices that were in existence with local have 

been slowly declining with the increasing access and use of chemical fertilizers, 

pesticides, and insecticides. Local people including the consumers are either unaware or 

less aware about the adverse effects of these chemical fertilizers on the human health as 

well as health of the soil.  

 Excessive exposure to the fertilizers can lead to the serious health issues such as 

respiratory issues, skin irritation and even causes of different diseases like cancers. First 

victims of these fertilizers are obviously the farmers who first come into contact with 

these chemicals.  

 So, it is high time for us to rethink and change our behaviors to keep safe from the 

negative effects of the chemical implements. We also must be aware about the adverse 

impact of such chemical implements on the environment and the biodiversity of our 

territory. Therefore, we, particularly the farming communities, should not come under 

the influence of development and should continue to practice our indigenous systems of 

farming and growing crops and vegetables. For this we can use organic manures for the 

healthy environment, good human health and health of the soil. 

2.2 Closing of the First Day Gathering 

First day of the gathering came to an end along with open discussion to reflect usefulness of all 

the five presentations on different themes and issues. Reflection of the participants was that 

presentations became useful in terms of understating the concept ICCA-Territory of Life, efforts 

made to promote ICCAs in Nepal, youth initiatives, international and national policies on the 

rights of IPs, strengths and weaknesses of conservation policies and laws in Nepal, and 
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international conservation policies. With these presentations, participants realized the importance 

of identifying, promoting and advancing ICCAs in Nepal. 

2. Second Day of the Gathering 

The second day of the gathering started with recap and reflection of day one activities. It was 

followed by cross-sharing and cross-learning among the participants that include sharing 

conservation status of respective ICCA sites, discussion about the relevance of ICCAs in Nepal, 

action plan of ICCA Network Nepal, and reformulation of ICCA Network Nepal. Summary of 

the second day activities is discussed below.  

2.1 Cross-Sharing and Cross-Learning among the Participants  

Participants representing different communities and eco-regions shared about the conservation 

status of respective communities. They shared about conservation initiatives, challenges and 

opportunities in their respective communities. The summary of their sharing are given below: 

1. Bajrabarahi Religious Forest: Mr Badri Deshar, chair of the Jyotidaya Sangh and a 

secretariat member of ICCA Network Nepal, shared about Bajrabarahi religious forest. A key 

highlight of his sharing is summarized below: 

 This forest, officially registered first religious forest in Nepal, is located in Chapagaun 

village of Lalitpur district, which is inside the Kathmandu valley. The forest covers an 

area of 18.29 hectares. This forest is managed by the local community through a 

conservation committee named as Jyotidaya Sangh. An ancient goddess temple in the 

center of the forest is considered as one of the pilgrimage destinations in Kathmandu 

valley. Therefore, this forest holds religious belief. The residents of the community 

believe that taking anything of the forest, even leafs or fruits or any parts of tree of the 

forest will bring them misfortune. Due to this religious belief the forest of this area is 

being preserved. The forest area, with the supports of local government and other 

conservation organizations, has been installed with fences all around and featured with 

picnic spots, parking areas and exercising equipments.  

 Increasing urbanization around this forest area has become a big treat as it has been 

gradually increasing the crowd that is leading towards possibility of environmental 

degradation and pollution as well as possible land encroachments.  
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 However, the conservation practices of the local community leaders, if they could be well 

transformed to the new generation, will help ensure conservation of this forest area.  

2. Pungmo Community in Dolpa District: Mr Ang Bahadur Lama, chair of the Pungmo 

Community Development Center (an organization dedicated for the conservation of Pungmo 

conservation area) and a secretariat member of ICCA Network Nepal, has shared about Pungmo 

community conserved area in Dolpa district in Karnali province in west Nepal. A key highlight 

of his sharing is summarized below: 

 We, the indigenous people locally named as Baiji Lamas living in North West of Dolpa 

district, are Bonpo religious followers. Our village is very remote that takes almost a 

week from Kathmandu. Our village is mostly covered by the rangelands. We have been 

conserving and managing these pasturelands through our customary laws, religious 

principles, and practices. "Yulthim" is our customary practice in our village. "Youl" 

means "village" and "Thim" means representative" or leaders in the local language. We 

follow culture of non-violence in our village according to which we do not kill and hunt 

any of the animals and birds in our teritories.  

 Our village is buffer zone area of She-Phoksundo National Park and interventions of the 

national park have gradually displacing our customary laws and practices.  

 Similarly, outmigration of youths is gradually isolating youths from our culture, cultural 

values and practices.  

 3. Shyagya Tradition of Tsumba people in Tsum valley of Gorkha district: Mr Nima Lama, 

chair of Tsum-Nubri Rural municipality in Gorkha district, an honorary member of ICCA 

Consortium, and a secretariat member of ICCA Network Nepal, has shared about Shyagya 

tradition of Tsumba indigenous people in Tsum valley in Gorkha district in Gandaki province in 

western mountain, Nepal. A key highlight of his sharing is summarized below: 

 We, the indigenous people locally named as Tsumba in Tsum valley in northern corner of 

Gorkha district bordering with Tibet in China, have been conserving our territory 

through Shyagya tradition, which means a culture of non-violence. This tradition is 

rooted from Buddhist philosophy and it is guiding principle that shapes daily lives of 

Tsumba people in our village.   
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 However, intergenerational transformation of Shyagya tradition including other cultural 

practices is becoming one of the big challenges for us since most of the youths are 

migrating to city areas and abroad for different purposes like education, search of job 

opportunities etc.  

4. Bote communities in Baghkhor village in Nawalparasi district: Mr Gyan Bahadur Bote 

(chair of the Bote Society Nepal) and Mr Indra Prasad Bote (secretariat member of ICCA Youth 

Network Nepal) have jointly shared about Bote indigenous people in Nawalparasi district in 

central Terai Nepal. A key highlight of their sharing is summarized below: 

 Bote indigenous people, one of the marginalized communities in Nepal are traditionally 

relied on ferrying and fishing occupation. Baghkhori village in Kawasoti Municipality 

ward number 14 in Nawalparasi district in central Terai Nepal is one of their traditional 

homelands. This village is Buffer Zone area of Nepal's first National Park, Known as 

Chitwan Nationak Park. This national park is globally known for the conservation and 

habitat of Rhinoceros and tiger.   

 One of the big challenges for Bote indigenous people in this village is restrictive policies 

of national park against their traditional livelihood practice. Similarly, gradual loss of 

their traditional culture, cultural practices and values is another challenge.    

 However, this village is growing as one of the tourist destination and Bote community 

people in this village have possibility of enhancing their living through tourism 

enterprises.   

5. Chepang Community in Happani Village in Chitwan district: Mr Pancha Bahadur Chepang 

(elected chair of ward number 2 of Icchakamana Rural Municipality of Chitwan district) and 

Ram Kumar Chepang from Happani village in Icchakamana Rural Municipality in Chitwan 

district have jointly shared about bio-culture conservation status in their village. A summary of 

their sharing is given below: 

 Chepang indigenous peoples, first settlers of Happani village in Icchakamana Rural 

Municiplaity in Chitwan district, is one of the socio-economically and politically 

marginalized communities in Nepal. Living in steep hill terraces, Chepnag people 

traditionally are shifting cultivators in Nepal and have been gradually converted into 
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subsistence farmers. They have been preserving biodiversity of their territory through 

different cultural values and practices on forest, water and land resources.  

 Due to the rapid expansion of development infrastructure like roads and electrification, 

outmigration, the loss of their cultural practices, values including languages in new 

generation has become one of the big treats of the Chepang people in Happani village. 

 Community awareness, particularly among the youths, is pertinent issues for the 

sustainability of the culture and cultural practices of Chepng people in Happani village 

and beyond.       

6. Kanchanjungha Conservation Area in Taplejung district in eastern mountain Nepal: Ms 

Roshani Limbu (coordinator of ICCA Youth Network Nepal) from Taplejung district shared 

about bio-cultural status of Kanchanjungh Conservation Area in Taplejung district. A summary 

of her sharing is given below: 

 Kanchenjunga Conservation Area is located in the eastern Himalayan region of Nepal. It 

covers an area of 2,035 km
2
. The landscape of this conservation area includes cultivable 

lands, forests, pastures, rivers, high altitude lakes, glaciers, and two Kanchenjunga peaks 

including number of beautiful peaks. The ecologically rich and diverse landscape of this 

area harbors rich biological diversities. This area is rich not only in ecology and 

biodiversity but also rich in culture and ethnicity. Many of the parts of this conservation 

area are traditional homelands of the different caste ethnic communities having diverse 

forms of culture and cultural practices. So, these sites have great potentials of promoting 

and advancing the concept of ICCAs. Moreover, Kanchanjungha Conservation Area 

itself is claimed as one of the ICCA sites.   

 So, recognition, advancement and promotion of the diverse forms of cultural values and 

practices of the indigenous peoples is need but challenging in the context of existing 

conservation policies, laws and mindset of the state and conservation officials from non-

indigenous communities. 

 However, there is a great potentiality of showcasing this conservation area including 

many of the communities outside to this conservation area as ICCA sites.   
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7. Badhaeyatal in Bardiya district in western Terai: Mr Mehilal Tharu (Community leader) 

from Badhaeyatal Rural Municipality, ward number 5 in Bardiya district shared about bio-

cultural status of Badhaeyatal. A summary of his sharing is given below: 

 Badhaiyatal is beautiful lake located in ward number 5 of Badhaiyataal Rural 

Municipality in Bardiya district. This lake covers a total of 109 bigha (73.82 hectares) of 

land area. This lake has a religious beliefs of Tharu community according to which it is 

believed as the shelter of village deities. In terms of biodiversity, this lake is shelter of 

different types of birds (including both local and migratory birds) and fishes including 

different types of water animals. The lake is major source of irrigation for local peoples 

especially the Tharu indigenous peoples. The lake at present is under the control of local 

government. 

 Land encroachment around this lake is one of the big threats of this lake. Similarly, 

modern development interventions such as beautification of the lake in the name of 

tourism development have not been considering the cultural and historical importance of 

this lake. In addition, loss of cultural values, practices and beliefs related to this late is 

one of the big challenges.  

 Promotion and advancement of historical and cultural beliefs and practices is very 

important for the sustainability of the conservation of this lake and bio-cultural diversity 

of this lake.  

8. Barghar system in Bar-Bardiya Rural Municipality in Bardiya district in western Terai: Mr 

Chunka Tharu and Ramdash Tharu (Community leaders known as Badhghar system) from 

Padnaha village in ward number 4 of Bar-Bardiya Rural Municipality in Bardiya district have 

shared about Barghar sytem in their village. A summary of their sharing is given below: 

 Badghar system is the customary practice of Tharu indigenous community through which 

different issues, disputes and conflicts in the society (personal, family, societal) are 

collectively resolved through collective discussions. Bar-Bardiya Rural Municipality is 

the first local government to formulate the local government act to recognize this 

customary laws and practices in Nepal. Padanaha village in Bar-bardiya rural 

Municipality in Bardiya district is one among those villages where Badghar system is 

legally recognized. The Badghar is a community leader nominated by the village 
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assembly for one year tenure. The Badghar as village leader is elected in the special 

village assembly day on first day of the month of Magh every year (it is generally 16
th

 of 

January)..  

 However, resolving all the conflicts and issues is very challenging as some of the 

resolved cases may go to the legal courts that may create problems. Similarly, Badghar 

practice was a kind of voluntary customary practices but given the changing political and 

social contexts basic remuneration to the nominated leaders is most required which may 

make this system for issue of interest for the political parties and other state mechanism.  

 However, appropriate recognition and advancement as per the changing socio-political 

contexts may have possibilities of ensuring justice system locally accessible, easier, and 

faster. 

9. Kirat Ban (forest) in Hattiban in Lalitpur district in Kathmandu valley: Mr Shiva Kumar 

Limbu (Former chair and current advisor of Kiran Ban Conservation Committee in Hattiban in 

Lalitpur district), originally from Pachthar district and currently living in Lalitpur distict shared 

about conservation status of Kirant-Ban located in Hattiban in Lalitpur district. A summary of 

his sharing is given below: 

 Kirat Ban (forst), located in Hattiban (covering about 34 Ropani land area), Lalitpur 

district is a religious forested area that hold significant religious and cultural importance 

for the Kirat indigenous communities. The Kirants that includes Rai, Limbu, Sunuwar, 

Yakha and many others living in Kathmandu valley worship the temple build in this forest 

as shelter of their ancestral gods (they call it Manghim). The Kirant community living in 

Kathmandu valley has formed a conservation management committee named as Sano 

Hattiban Kirat Manghim Management Committee (registered in year 2056 BS in district 

forest office) and they have been managing this forest area through this committee.  

 Fulfilling all the official requirements for the renewal of this forest and other activities 

inside the forest area is one of the burdens for this committee. Similarly, forest 

encroachment, as it is surrounded by the recently increasing crowd of human settlements, 

as well as environmental pollutions are threats for this forest.  
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 However, conserving the beautiful forest patches in the middle parts of the urban area 

itself is valuable for the city dwellers and people around the area. This is also important 

for providing shelters to the birds and animals.   

10. Suke Pokhari (pond) in Jubu village in Solukhumbu district in eastern Hill, Nepal: Mr Bal 

Bahadur Rai (Chair of the Suke Pokhari Management Committee) from Jubi village ward 

number 6 of Thulung-Dudhkoshi Rural Municipality in Solukhumbu district, shared about 

conservation status of Suke Pokhari in Jubu village of Thulung-Dudhkoshi Rural Municipality in 

Solukhumbu district. Summary of his sharing is given below: 

 Suke Pokhari is a small but beautiful pond located in Jubu village, ward number 6 of 

Thulung Dudhkoshi Rural municipality in Solukhumbu district in eastern Nepal. Located 

in the top of the village (about 27oom from sea level), this pond has religious and 

mythical beliefs as local people believe it as one of the five mythical deities (locally 

called "panch kanya"). So, local people worship this pond as village deity in different 

special occasion. They believe that worshiping this pond as village deity fulfills any of the 

wishes of the devotees and also protects the villagers from different misfortunes and 

enemies. 

 Land encroachments as this place is being promoted as one of tourist destination in the 

district, possible environmental pollution after road expansion to this place and 

increasing crowds around it, and possible loss of its natural looks due to ongoing 

infrastructure development are some treats to this pond. 

 However, conservation, promotion and advancement of the historically rooted mythical 

and cultural beliefs of the pond would lay the strong foundation as one of the ICCA in 

Nepal.  

11. Gajedital (lake) in Danapur village in ward number 1 of Kanchanpur Rural Municipality 

in Rupandehi district in western Terai: Mr Prem Bahadur Thapa (Chair of the Samayamai 

Community Forest User Group) from Danapur village in Rupandehi district shared about 

conservation status of Gajedital in Danapur village in Kanchanpr Rural Municipality in 

Rupandehi district. Summary of his sharing is given below: 

 Gajedi Taal located in Danapur village located in ward number 1 of Kanchanpur Rural 

Municipality in Rupandehi district is a beautiful natural lake. The lake is surrounded by 
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forest patches. Boating, fishing, and other recreational activities are provided to the 

tourist in this lake. The lake covers an area of 19 hectares. This lake falls under the 

jurisdiction of Samayamai community forest area and so this lake is managed through 

the users committee of this community forest users group. So, altogether the forest and 

lakes occupy 92 hectares of land areas. So, both the lake and forest is conserved by 

Samayamai Community Forest User Committee. 

 This lake is developed as one of the tourist destination in this district; however its 

conservation and management is always challenging due to the voluntary contribution.   

12. Gaidatal (lake) in ward number 1 of Gaidahawa Rural Municipality in Rupandehi district 

in western Terai: Mr Chitra Bahadur Saru Magar (members of the Gaiedatal Management 

Committee) from Gaidatal in Rupandehi district shared about conservation status of Gaidatal in 

Gaidahawa Rural Municipality in Rupandehi district. Summary of his sharing is given below: 

 Gaidatal is partially natural and partially man-made lake in Gaidahawa Rural 

Municipality-1 in Rupandehi district. The lake was built to provide irrigation water to the 

surrounding communities. The Lake has an area of approximately 30 hectares and a 

maximum depth of approximately 5 meters. It is surrounded by lush vegetation and is 

home to a diverse range of aquatic life, including fish, turtles, and birds (both local and 

migratory). Previously the lake was under the conservation of local community but the 

lake currently is under the local government. 

 Conflict between people from lower catchment area and upper catchment area is one of 

big issue and challenge for the management of this lake. This conflict is furthered by the 

intervention of local government at present as local government came with its own 

master plan without resolving the existing conflict and conflict of interest.   

 However, better management of this lake will contribute to enhance local livelihoods as 

well as conservation of the bio-diversity of this lake.    

13. Jagadishpur Tal (lake) in ward number 9 of Kapilvastu Municipality in Kapilvastu district 

in western Terai: Mr Abdul Rasheed Khan (members of the Jagadishpur Tal Management 

Committee) from Kapilvastu Municipality in Kapilvastu district shared about conservation status 

of Jagadishpur Tal in Kapilvastu  Municipality in Kapilvastu district. Summary of his sharing is 

given below: 



20 

 

 Jagdishpur Lake, also referred to as Jagdishpur Reservoir, is situated in ward number 9 

of Kapilvastu Municipality in Kapilvastu district. Jagadishpur Reservoir was declared a 

Ramsar site on 13 August 2003. The lake was built in the early 1970s over natural lake 

called Jakhira Lake. The source of water to this lake comes from the Banganga River in 

the catchment area of the Churia Hills. Water of this lake is also main sources of 

irrigation water for farms in the lower catchment area to this Lake. The total area of the 

lake is 225 hectares. Water of this lake provides irrigation services to 62 hectares of 

agricultural land in its periphery. The lake is managed by Jagdispur Reservoir 

Management Multi-stakeholders’ Forum, established in 2065 BS.  

 Protection of late from flowing sands and other materials during summer, ensure 

sustained water sources during winter, and encroachment of invasive species inside the 

lake are challenges of this lake. 

 Promoting this lake by attracting tourists is one of the potentials of this Lake and it needs 

big investent.     

14. Maipokhari (pond) in Ilam district in eastenr hill: Mr Lakpa Sherpa (members of the 

Management Committee) from Ilam district shared about conservation status of Maipokhari in 

Ilam district. Summary of his sharing is given below: 

 This is a beautiful pond in Ilam district. It is listed in the Ramsar site. It is surrounded by 

dense forest. This pond and surrounding forest area is home to an abundance of plant 

and bird species. This area has also been preserved and managed as a religious site. 

 Lack of resources is one of the challenges for the conservation of this pond. 

 However, it is highly potential for promoting tourism. 

15. Malpokhari (pond) in Ilam district in eastern hill: Ms Gopika Gurung (chair of the 

Malpokhari Management Committee) from Ilam district shared about conservation status of 

Malpokhari in Ilam district. Summary of her sharing is given below: 

 Malpokhari is a small pond situated in Illam district. This pond, covering an area of 5-6 

Ropani, is conserved and managed by the local peoples. The villagers do not eat the fish 

or any plants from this pond because for a cultural belief as it is believed that using or 

eating anything from this pond will bring misfortune.  

 Managing time as voluntary contribution and intergenerational transformation of the 

roles and responsibilities are conservation challenges of this pond. 
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 However, this pond has great potential of promoting as one of the tourist destination in 

future. 

16. Santaneswor Mahadevsthan in Lalitpur district in Kathmanu valley: Mr Bhimsen Khadka 

(member of the management committee) from Lalitpur district shared about conservation status 

of Santaneswor Mahadevsthan in Lalitpur district in Kathmandu valley. Summary of his sharing 

is given below: 

 Santaneshwar Mahadevsthan is one of the religious pilgrimage site in the Lalitpur 

district. It is small steep hill in the middle part of the flat land in Godawari Municipality 

in Lalitpur district. This is religious site with an area of 150 Ropani. It is managed and 

conserved by the local people through a management committee. This site has a mythical 

story related to the Hindu religion.   

17. Barpipal Coservation in Ridbund-Jaleswori Vilage in Khotang district: Mr Enju Rai (one 

of the 11 secretariat member of ICCA Youth Network Nepal) from Ribdung-Jaleswori village in 

Khotang district shared about Bar-Pipal conservation in his village. Summary of his sharing is 

given below: 

 Ribdung-Jaleswori village located in ward number 4 of Aiselukharka Rural Municipality 

in Khotag district has mixed caste ethnic communities. There is long history of Bar and 

Pipal tree plantation in this village. Villagers plant these trees by the sides of village 

foot-trails generally in the names of the deceased persons of the family. After the 

plantation, particular family members organize marriage like ceremony by considering 

Par-tree as bride-groom and Pipal-tree as bride with the beliefs that these trees are form 

of deceased persons. They build resting places in the planted trees which is generally 

used by the travelers.  

 However, since last 2/3 decades there is no any case of this culture which means this 

culture, at present, is completely disappearing. So, new generation is completely 

unknown about this culture.  

 There is possibility of revitalizing this culture through mobilization of youths.   

18. Traditional Newari Culture in Tokha village in Tokha Municipality in Kathmandu district: 

Ms Sudha Shrestha (one of the 11 secretariat members of ICCA Youth Network Nepal and a 

member of Tokha Newari Community) from Tokha village of Tokha Municipality of Kathmandu 

district shared about Tokha village. Summary of her sharing is given below: 
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 Tokha village is one of the historical homelands of Newar indigenous people in Nepal. 

This village is full of Newari arts and architectures, particularly made by woods and 

stones. Newari people are also rich in culture and tradition.  

 However, intergeneration transformation of Newari culture, tradition, language is 

becoming a challenge due to growing urbanization and in-migration of other caste enthic 

communities in this village. 

19. Tharu Culture in Kanchanpur village of Saptari district in eastern Terai: Ms Pratima 

Tharu (one of the 11 secretariat members of ICCA Youth Network Nepal and a member of Tharu 

community in Kanchanpur village) from Kanchanpur village in Saptari district shared about 

Tharu culture in her village. Summary of her sharing is given below: 

 Kanchanpur is traditionally a Tharu village in Saptari district in Tarai-Madhesh 

Province. This is a buffer zone area of Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve. Tharu people are 

rich in culture and cultural practices related to the nature. For example, small forest 

patches, erecting clay and stone deities, in the village are worshiped as shelter of the 

village deities.  

 Tharu people in this village are frequently affected by the wild-buffalos entered from the 

wildlife reserved areas.      

2.2 Open Discussion:  Relevance of ICCA in Nepal  

The second half of the day two began with open discussion on the concept of ICCA and its 

relevance in Nepal. All the participants univocally have expressed their opinion on the 

importance of the concept ICCA for the appropriate recognition of bio-culture conservation 

practices at the local levels. This opinions came with examples of how none recognition of their 

rights are problematic in local life ways when different forms of interventions such as 

conservation activities through PAs like National Parks. It is commonly agreed that appropriate 

recognition and support to customary practices of indigenous peoples and local communities is 

critical for achieving effective and inclusive conservation outcomes as well as respecting 

indigenous rights, cultural diversity, and local knowledge systems. Some of the important 

steps/activities for the appropriate recognition of ICCAs, as discussed and agreed by all the 

participants, are as follow: 

 Enhancing leadership capacity of ICCA Network Nepal; 
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 Scoping and exploring possibly exemplary ICCA sites and then linking with ICCA 

Network Nepal; 

 Enhancing knowledge and leadership capacity of youth from/in ICCA sites; 

 Inclusion of ICCAs in formal and informal education curriculums;  

 Enhancing knowledge on conservation policies, laws and regulations in relation to the 

recognition of ICCAs and the rights of IPs;  

 Enhancing networking and policy lobby and advocacy for the recognition of ICCAs.    

2.3 Restructuring ICCA Network Nepal and its Membership   

Most of the participants of the gathering were new about ICCA Network Nepal. So, a brief about 

the process of the formation of ICCA Network Nepal and existing members were shared among 

the participants. All the participants were asked to share their opinions about need of the 

restructuring of ICCA Network Nepal. Finally, the open discussion concluded with following 

individuals as secretariat committee members: 

1) Coordinator: Mr Nima Lama from Mountain region (Chair: Tsum-Nubri Rural 

Municipality in Gorkha district; Honorary member of ICCA Consortium; 

one of the 5 secretariat members of ICCA Network Nepal, community 

leaders of Tsum Valley)  

2) Secretariat member: Mr Ang Bahadur Lama from Mountain region (One of the 5 

secretariat members of ICCA Network Nepal; community leader of Pungmo 

ICCA in Dolpa district) 

3) Secretariat member: Mr Badri Deshar from Kathmandu valley (One of the 5 secretariat 

members of ICCA Network Nepal; chair of Bajrabarahi religious forest 

community) 

4) Secretariat member representing youths: Ms Roshani Limbu from Hilly region 

(Coordinator of ICCA Youth Network Nepal; youth leaders of a Limbu 

indigenous community in Taplejung district)  

5) Secretariat member representing youths: Mr Indra Prasad Bote from Terai region (One 

of the 11 secretariat members of ICCA Youth Network Nepal; youth leaders 

of Bote indigenous community in Nawalparasi district)  
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ForestAction Nepal, as per the practice since the formation of ICCA Network Nepal to now, will 

be the secretariat office and Mr Jailab Rai, on behalf of the ForestAction Nepal, will volunteer as 

the Member Secretary of the ICCA Network Nepal. This is also commonly agreed, as per the 

decisions of previous national gatherings, that all the communities participated in this gathering 

and previous gatherings are general members of ICCA Network Nepal.  

The participants of the gathering also discussed about the possibilities as well as merits and 

demerits of including other organizations (community, conservation, federations etc.) and 

individuals into ICCA Network Nepal. Such as:   

 Community Based Organization (CBO) and NGOs working or contributing in bio-culture 

conservation; 

 Community Federations such as NEFIN; 

 Government agencies and institutions;  

 Individuals having expertise on bio-culture, environment and laws related to IPs.  

The participants decided to give mandate to the ICCA Network Nepal's secretariat members to 

prepare draft proposal about the membership and share with the ICCA Network Nepal for further 

discussions and decisions.  

2.4 Action Plans for ICCA Network Nepal 

After the reformation of the ICCA Network Nepal's secretariat members, the participants of the 

gathering discussed about the activities to be carried out by the network within a year were 

discussed and decided as one year's action plan. The open discussion identified and decided the 

following activities as one year's action plan for the network and the secretariat members were 

given the responsibility to carry out these activities: 

1. Carryout expert-consultation meetings: One of the major action plans of the network, as 

discussed and decided in the gathering, was to carry out consultation meetings and 

discussions with the experts on relevant issues and themes such as rights of IPs, bio-

culture conservation, community federations and formal registration of ICCA Network 

Nepal.  

2. Participate in national policy forums: The participants were informed about ongoing 

conservation policy formulation processes, CBD related processes, NBSAP related 
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processes, and CSO's engagements in these processes. Based on the sharing and 

discussion on these all, secretariat members are given the responsibility to explore 

possibility of engagement and communicate the issues and concerns of the ICCAs in all 

the relevant national forums.   

3. Explore potential ICCA sites and connect with this network: Responsibility of the 

secretariat members as discussed in the gathering is to facilitating its members and 

representative to identify the possible ICCA site and get them into the contact of the 

national network of ICCA. 

4. Prepare draft of ICCA Network Nepal's governing framework: Based on the expert-

consultations, secretariat members are given a mandate to prepare draft of the ICCA 

Network Nepal's governing framework and table in the gathering for discussions and 

decisions.      

5. Prepare membership structure of ICCA Network Nepal: Another action plan for the 

network is to define and develop a draft of the membership framework in which possible 

alliance or membership to the relevant community organizations, government 

organizations, non-governmental organizations, federations and individual having 

relevant expertise and knowledge could also be recognized as members of the network.  

6. Organize sixth National gathering: Final annual action plan is to organize sixth national 

gathering where updates and progress of the network have to be presented for the 

discussions and endorsement.  

Participants also discussed about the need of at least a secretariat office/space, but which is not 

possible due to the lack of resources, and hence ForestAction Nepal will provide a temporary 

office space (not as a permanent space but only at the time of need/meeting) as secretariat office 

until the network has its own office.  

2.5 Action Plan for Participants of the Gathering  

Participants of the gathering also discussed and decided some action plan for the ICCA Network 

Nepal's members, as responsibilities of the participants, after back to their /communities/home. 

They are given below: 

 The participants of this gathering will share about the concepts of ICCAs in their 

respective communities; 
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 The participants of the gathering will explore/identifying at least 2/2 new 

communities as potential members of the ICCA Network Nepal and get them 

connected to the network. 

 The participants of this gathering will play effective roles to encourage youth’s 

involvement in all the community activities in their respective communities/sites.  

3. Summary and Conclusion 

3.1 Summary of the Gathering 

 This gathering is an important platform to the community leaders and youths to enhance 

their understanding about the concept "ICCA" and its relevance in Nepal; 

 Community leaders and youths representing diverse communities in different eco-regions 

of the country got opportunities to cross-share and cross-learn diverse forms and types of 

bio-cultural conservation practices in Nepal; 

 The participants became aware about national and internal policy and legal provisions for 

the appropriate recognition of ICCAs in Nepal; 

 Reformation of ICCA Network Nepal moved forward to an important step towards 

inclusive structure by including two youth representatives as well as a female members 

among five secretariat members;    

 Participants univocally expressed their opinion about the need of formal network or an 

organization of  the ICCAs in Nepal, but they have no clear idea and understanding about 

its governing structure and membership framework;  and 

 Discussion about the action plan of the network for a year helped enhance their 

understanding, opinions and perspectives about the importance of promoting the concept 

ICCA, advocacy and lobby for its appropriate recognition, and their contribution for the 

implementation of action plans.  

3.2 Conclusion of the Gathering 

 This gathering has become a platform to recall the previous efforts and achievements 

aimed towards identification, documentation, networking and policy advocacy for the 

appropriate recognition and advancement of the ICCAs in Nepal. However a challenge is 

ensuring the continuity of these participants in contributing to the implementation of 
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future action plan. One of the main reasons is that there is high possibility of the 

replacement of many of these participants by others (new members from the particular 

community) mainly due to the changes/turnover/replacement of the leadership position in 

their respective communities. In this case, activities related to the self-strengthening 

processes in the respective communities is most important so that all the community 

members become aware about the importance of the concept and become ready to be a 

part of the collective movement.  

 In-person meetings, gatherings and participation in relevant national policy and CSO 

forums is very important for leadership development, self-capacity enhancement, 

knowledge enhancements, as well as institutionalization of the network. However, it is 

challenging for the reason that most of the members of the network and nominated 

secretariat members come from the remote villages in Nepal and voluntary contribution 

in all these processes is very difficult and challenging. Similarly, implementation of the 

prepared action plan of the network (as mandate to the secretariat members) also very 

difficult through voluntary contribution of the members.  

 An attempt is made to make the structure of the network more inclusive in terms of age 

(two youth), gender (one female), and region (2 high mountains, 1 hill, 1 Kathmandu 

valley and 1 Terai). This has created a possibility of making the network proactive in 

terms of increasing the visibility of the network, self-strengthening of the network and its 

members/leaders, effective policy advocacy and lobby, as well as implementation of the 

said action plan. These all requires dedication and commitments of the working team that 

primarily depends upon the availability of basic resources.              
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Annexes 

Annex 1: Program schedule   

“rf}yf] /fli6«o e]nf (Fifth National Gathering)” 

g]kfndf cflbjf;L hghflt tyf :yfgLo ;d'bfo4f/f ;+/lIft If]q -cfOl;l;P_ 

(Indigenous Peoples and Community Conserved Areas [ICCA] in Nepal) 

ldltM @)&( ;fn, r}q !!–!@ ut] (25-26 March 2023) 

:yfgM gSv', nlntk'/ (Nakkhu, Lalitpur) forth fourth  

 

sfo{qmdsf] tflnsfM 

First Day (25 March) 
Time Activities Presentation Facilitation 

7:00 to 8:30 Breakfast and registration by participants All  

8:30 to 8:45 Introduction of the gathering and welcome note Organizer  

8:45 to 9:30 Self-introduction by all the participants All   

    

9:30 to 10:30 Presentation   

10:30 to 11:30 Identification, Recognition and Advancement of 
ICCAs in Nepal 

Jailab Rai  

11:30 to 11:45 Tea-Break    

11:45 to 12:15 Experiences of ICCA Youth Network Nepal Roshani Limbu and 
Manila Deshar 

 

12:15 to 1:15 Land and Resources Rights of IPs: Policies, 
Legislations and Practices 

Durga Yamphu 
(LAHURNIP) 

 

1:15 to 2:00  Lunch Break    

2:00 to 3:00 Open Discussion: Q&A  Jailab Rai 

3:00 to 4:30 Conservation Policies, Laws and Legislations in 
Nepal: Opportunities and Constraints for ICCAs 

Dir Raj Khanal 
(FECOFUN) 

 

4:30 to 5:20 Open discussions: Q&A  Jailab Rai 

5:20 to 5:30 Closing of the Day   

    

Second Day (26 March) 

7:00 to 8:00 Breakfast and Registration All participants  

8:00 to 8:15 Recap of the previous day Jailab Rai  

8:15 to 11:00 Cross-Sharing and Cross-Learning: Sharing 
conservation Status by ICCA members/sites 

ICCA participants (one 
by one) 

Jailab Rai 

11:00 to 11:15 Tea-Break   

11:15 to 1:00 Cross-Sharing and Cross-Learning: Sharing 
conservation Status by ICCA members/sites 

ICCA participants (one 
by one) 

Jailab Rai 

1:00 to 2:00 Lunch Break    

2:00 to 3:00 Group Discussion on the Relevance of ICCA in Open discussion Jailab Rai 
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Nepal 

3:00 to 3:30 ICCA Network Nepal: Existing Members and 
Structure 

Open discussion Jailab Rai 

3:30 to 5:00 One Year Action Plan of ICCA Network Nepal  Open discussion Jailab Rai 

5:00 to 5:20 Reformation/Nomination of ICCA Network Nepal Open discussion Jailab Rai 

5:20 to 5:50 Remarks of the National Gathering  Selected ICCA 
participants 

Jailab Rai 

5:50 to 6:00 Closing of the National Gathering  Shiba Kumar Limbu 
(Eldest participants of 
the gathering) 

Jailab Rai 

  

Annex 2: Details of the participants the gathering (Day 1: 25 March) 

SN Name Community/ICCA District Province 

1.  Kaman Singh Tharu Badhaeya Tal Bardiya Karnali 

2.  Mehilal Tharu Badhaeya Tal Bardiya Karnali 

3.  Ram Das Tharu Badhghar System Bardiya Karnali 

4.  Chunka Tharu Badhghar System Bardiya  Karnali 

5.  Hasna Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

6.  Badri Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

7.  Kritika Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

8.  Manila Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

9.  Gyan Bahadur Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

10.  Prakash Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

11.  Chandrakala Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

12.  Indra Prasad Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

13.  Pancha Bahadur Praja Chepang Community Chitwan Bagmati 

14.  Ram kumar Chepang Chepang Community Chitwan Bagmati 

15.  Akal Bahadur Chepang Chepang Community Chitwan Bagmati 

16.  Phupu Tshiring Sherpa Dyokpa Community Taplejung Koshi 

17.  Nima Sherpa Dyokpa Community Taplejung Koshi 

18.  Pemba Nupu Sherpa Dyokpa Community Taplejung Koshi 

19.  Dikee Sherpa Dyokpa Community Taplejung Koshi 

20.  Dil Raj Khanal FECOFUN Bhaktapur Gandaki 

21.  Jailab Rai ForestAction  Lalitpur Gandaki  

22.  Krishna P. Poudel  ForestAction Lalitpur Gandaki 

23.  Janak Adhikari ForestAction  Lalitpur Gandaki 

24.  Raman Singh Thapa Gaida Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

25.  Chitra Bahadur Saru Gaida Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

26.  Prem Bahadur Thapa Gajedi Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

27.  Gyan Bahadur Thapa Gajedi Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

28.  Abdul Rasheed Khan Jagadishpur Tal Kapilvastu Lumbini 

29.  Wasim Khan  Jagadishpur Tal Kapilvastu Lumbini 

30.  Babulal Sherpa KCA Taplujung Koshi 

31.  Pasang Sherpa KCA  Taplejung Koshi 
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32.  Roshani Limbu KCA Taplejung Koshi 

33.  Shiva Kumar Limbu Kirant Ban Lalitpur Bagmati 

34.  Durga Rai LAHURNIP Kathmandu Bagmati 

35.  Jiten Mukhiya Mai-Pokhari Illam Koshi 

36.  Lakpa Sherpa  Mai-Pokhari Illam  Koshi 

37.  Gopika Gurung Mal-Pokhari Illam Koshi 

38.  Samrita Pradhan Mal-pokhari Illam Koshi 

39.  Karma Khando Lama Mugu Mugu Karnali 

40.  Safal Mali Nag Daha Lalitpur Bagmati 

41.  Roshan Giri Nag Daha Lalitpur Bagmati 

42.  Ang Bahadur Lama Pungmo Community Dolpa Karnali 

43.  Enju Rai Ribdung Community Khotang Koshi 

44.  Harmon Rai Ribdung Community Khotang Koshi 

45.  Asun Rai Ribdung Community Khotang Koshi 

46.  Bhimsen Khadka Sataneswor Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

47.  Bal Bahadur Rai Suke Pokhari Solukhumbu Koshi 

48.  Mahesh Rai Suke Pokhari Solukhumbu  Koshi 

49.  Ram Acharya Tau Daha Kathmandu Bagmati 

50.  Deva Thami Thami Community Dolakha Bagmati 

51.  Rana Bahadur Thami Thami Community Dolakha Bagmati 

52.  Bikesh Thami Thami Community Dolakha Bagmati 

53.  Pratima Chaudhary Tharu Community Saptari Tarai-Madhesh 

54.  Helina Rai Thulung Community Okhaldhunga Koshi 

55.  Sudha Shrestha Tokha Newar Community Kathmandu Bagmati 

56.  Nima Lama Tsum Valley Gorkha Gandaki 

57.  Tsering Lama Tsum Valley Gorkha Gandaki 

 

Annex 3: Details of the participants the gathering (Day 1: 26 March) 

SN Name Community/ICCA District Province 

1.  Kaman Singh Tharu Badhaeya Tal Bardiya Karnali 

2.  Mehilal Tharu Badhaeya Tal Bardiya Karnali 

3.  Ram Das Tharu Badhghar System Bardiya Karnali 

4.  Chunka Tharu Badhghar System Bardiya  Karnali 

5.  Hasna Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

6.  Badri Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

7.  Kritika Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

8.  Manila Deshar Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

9.  Jenny Kayastha Bajrabarahi Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

10.  Gyan Bahadur Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

11.  Prakash Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

12.  Chandrakala Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

13.  Indra Prasad Bote Bote Community Nawalparasi Gandaki 

14.  Pancha Bahadur Praja Chepang Community Chitwan Bagmati 
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15.  Ram kumar Chepang Chepang Community Chitwan Bagmati 

16.  Akal Bahadur Chepang Chepang Community Chitwan Bagmati 

17.  Phupu Tshiring Sherpa Dyokpa Community Taplejung Koshi 

18.  Nima Sherpa Dyokpa Community Taplejung Koshi 

19.  Pemba Nupu Sherpa Dyokpa Community Taplejung Koshi 

20.  Jailab Rai ForestAction  Lalitpur Gandaki  

21.  Janak Adhikari ForestAction  Lalitpur Gandaki 

22.  Raman Singh Thapa Gaida Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

23.  Chitra Bahadur Saru Gaida Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

24.  Gyan Bahadur Thapa Gajedi Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

25.  Prem Bahadur Thapa Gajedi Tal Rupandehi Lumbini 

26.  Abdul Rasheed Khan Jagadishpur Tal Kapilvastu Lumbini 

27.  Wasim Khan  Jagadishpur Tal Kapilvastu Lumbini 

28.  Roshani Limbu KCA Taplejung Koshi 

29.  Shiva Kumar Limbu Kirant Ban Lalitpur Bagmati 

30.  Jiten Mukhiya Mai-Pokhari Illam Koshi 

31.  Lakpa Sherpa  Mai-Pokhari Illam  Koshi 

32.  Gopika Gurung Mal-Pokhari Illam Koshi 

33.  Samrita Pradhan Mal-pokhari Illam Koshi 

34.  Ang Bahadur Lama Pungmo Community Dolpa Karnali 

35.  Enju Rai Ribdung Community Khotang Koshi 

36.  Harmon Rai Ribdung Community Khotang Koshi 

37.  Asun Rai Ribdung Community Khotang Koshi 

38.  Prativa Rai Ribdung Community Khotang Koshi 

39.  Bhimsen Khadka Sataneswor Religious Forest Lalitpur Bagmati 

40.  Bal Bahadur Rai Suke Pokhari Solukhumbu Koshi 

41.  Mahesh Rai Suke Pokhari Solukhumbu  Koshi 

42.  Deva Thami Thami Community Dolakha Bagmati 

43.  Rana Bahadur Thami Thami Community Dolakha Bagmati 

44.  Bikesh Thami Thami Community Dolakha Bagmati 

45.  Binu Thami  Thami Community Illam Koshi 

46.  Pratima Chaudhary Tharu Community Saptari Tarai-Madhesh 

47.  Sudha Shrestha Tokha Newar Community Kathmandu Bagmati 

48.  Nima Lama Tsum Valley Gorkha Gandaki 

49.  Tsewang Bhuti Tsum Valley Gorkha Gandaki 
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Annex 4: Presentation slides (Jailab Rai) 
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Annex 5: Presentation slides (Roshani Limbu and Manila Deshar) 
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Annex 6: Presentation slides (Durga Mani Yamphu) 
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Annex 7: Presentation slides (Dil Raj Khanal) 
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Annex 8: Selected photos of the fifth national gathering 
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